FROM THE MOUNTAIN
Fall 2021

www.mountaintopboyshome.org

A Message from the Executive Director
Greetings from Mountain Top Boys Home! This
summer was packed with excitement, camping, sports,
work, and yes… discipleship. From football practice
to ROTC, and weekly Bible studies, it’s never a dull
moment at Mountain Top.

Donnis Steele

Executive Director

We have focused on developing a strong faith in
each resident as they learn there is more to life than
what they have experienced. A belief in family is
modeled by our staff through special events that bring
the entire family out for cookouts and fishing, or even
hiking and playing sports. Living by example is how
we teach life skills, along with education and good
work ethics that are vital to a successful supportive
life as they move on into adulthood. With a focused
determination they can obtain a new hope for their
future and a will to achieve it!

Donnis

A Resident’s Perspective
Mountain Top has impacted my life in a positive
way since November 19th of 2019. The first
thing that Mountain Top has taught me is to be
responsible for my actions. The second thing is to
love and care about others the way that I want to
be treated. Thirdly, Mountain Top has taught me to
be a leader.
Mountain top feels like a family to me and some
of the other boys and the staff. Mrs. Amanda
and Mrs. Christie go out of their way to include
us teenagers in activities as a family. The second
reason why is because they help us teenagers find jobs and teach us about saving money. The third
reason is because they teach us to be honest. These are the reasons why Mountain top feels like family.

NEWS FROM THE MOUNTAIN
Annual Mountain Top Boys Home
BBQ and Open House was a success!

Staff Recognition

Perfect weather, large crowd, great music, and
awesome food! Many said it was the best ever!
We raised a total of $15,147 for the new bedroom
furniture!! Thank you all for helping us reach our
goal!!
Special thanks to the Rotary Club of North Cobb,
Mt. Vernon UMC in Rocky Face for all the wonderful
deserts, and the live music by Pathfinder Blue Grass.

Thank you to all those who came out to celebrate
all that God is doing here at Mountain Top.

Spiritual Formation –
Update from our Chaplin Pastor Daniel
Over the past several months
I have been focusing on
teaching the boys the gospel.
I can think of no greater topic
to drill into their heads. I want
them to get to the point that
they themselves can share the
good news with others.
One evening rather than
speaking to the whole group of boys at one time,
I shared the gospel with each boy individually. At
the end of my gospel presentation, I asked each boy
where they were at in their walk with Christ. I got
several different responses, but I’ll share one with you.
I asked this young man when he was going to make
a commitment to follow Jesus and he said, “I did a
couple of days ago.” I told him how happy that made
me and that the next time I came to visit we needed to
talk about his next step which was believer’s baptism.
A couple of weeks later on my next visit, I saw this
young man and he said, “Hey preacher, you’re going
to be mad at me.” “Why would I be mad at you?” I
replied. He said, “I already got baptized!” “Why on
earth would that make me mad? I’m rejoicing for what
God is doing in your life!” I answered.
To me this is just a great example of churches working
together to the glory of God! 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 “ I
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
So, neither he who plants nor he who waters is
anything, but only God who gives the growth.”

Rich MacDonald has been with MTBH since 2008 as
the Program Coordinator. Through the many transitions and changes he has stayed on course to help
change and form lives of young men. His duties range
from overseeing the direct care staff, making sure all
the needs of the residents are met, and the staff are
efficiently equipped for all that comes their way, to
property management and oversight.
Thank you, Rich, for your dedication these young
men throughout these 13 years!

A Day in the Life of Mountain Top
Daily schedules include morning chores before school,
load school bus by 6:15 a.m., arrive home around 4:30,
counseling/therapy twice a week, family visits once a
week, homework, tutoring, play time, evening chores,
Bible study, and to bed by 8:30; all which makes for
a very long day. Weekends give opportunities for
outdoor activities such as camping and fishing, hiking, softball games, swimming, bike riding, skating
rink, shopping, and jobs. We do everything we can
to provide as much a normal life for each teen boy as
possible, and you have helped us make this possible!

Mountain Top Work groups

There is always a need for work groups to help us
at Mountain Top. Below is a list of a few things that
we need help with:
Fallen trees need cut up (we have a splitter)
Weed eat and bush trimming.
Painting on outside of all buildings
Need Basketball court painted
Facia Boards and trim need replaced in areas

Summer Activities

Bless our Volunteers

FUN ON LAKE ALLATOONA

Our work could not be possible without our church
partners and individual donors.

This summer one of the greatest times! All residents
were able to enjoy a day out on a boat on Lake Allatoona. Not only were they able to slide down into
the water from the upper deck slide and enjoy swimming for hours. Then afterwards we were treated
to a meal at Allatoona Grill was out of this world.
Thank you Allatoona Marina for making this a day to
remember!

Charley, one of our House parents, teaching our
boys how to survive in the outdoors.

Many other church partners have donated many
items to help us maintain our campus. So much more
to do. Home repairs and remodeling, ground maintenance and tree trimming… are just a few of the needs
we have here. If you would like to volunteer for a
project, please call the office for projects and scheduling. Also, see needs list attached and on our website.

Knocking off the list: TRUCK!

Thank you Pastor Mike of New Beginnings UMC.
You are your church keep dwindling down our
needs list. From fishing rods, water, detergent, to
a TRUCK!! You are such a blessing to us here at
MTBH. Your kindness speaks loudly with our boys.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!
Thank you to all our faithful financial supporters and in-kind givers. You have given over $172,000 last fiscal year.
We could not do this ministry without your help. We must raise 40% of our budget every year and you have made
this possible through your continued financial support and in-kind giving. Don’t for get to make your end of year
donations soon and help us make this Christmas the best one ever! We plan to bless our
kids and staff with another trip to the Smoky Mountains. Help us make this possible!
Due to the economic battles within the auto market, we are still needing to raise money
for a small 15 passenger bus, similar to a shuttle bus, so all our boys can ride together to
events and outings. Our current amount raised is $11,000.
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IF YOU YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP
1. Financial support – monthly expense
examples:
a. $1,800 for food
b. $540.00 for office and house phones
c. $950.00 for power
d. $750.00 for vehicle gas
e. $5850.00 Insurances
f. $145.00 garbage
g. $100.00 exterminating
h. $150.00 internet
i. $1,000 for monthly activities
j. $300 boys’ allowances
k. $32,000.00 monthly payroll
l. $6,000.00 Insurance…

2. Bottled Water
3. Body soap, toothpaste, and shampoo
4. Masks
5. Backup Generator (Done)
6. Tractor with bushhog with bucket
7. Gift cards for school clothing
8. Gas cards to help us offset the cost of rising gas prices.
9. Paper towels
10. Copy paper
11. New gas walk behind weed eater
12. Regular weed eaters
13. Safety glasses and work gloves (Done)
14. Bicycle helmets
15. Nonperishable foods
16. Riding Lawn Mower (Done)
.

Mountain Top Boys Home is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.
Contributions will be tax deductible for most donors.

